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Covering the areas of Guyhirn, Murrow, Parson Drove,
Tholomas Drove, Thorney Toll & Wisbech St Mary.

As summer settles across the fens, the landscape begins to slow and soften, long 
skies stretching over open fields, the quiet hum of wildlife, and familiar paths 
and spaces coming into their own. It’s a time when the parish feels at its most 

open and at its best.

In this edition, we’re pleased to share updates on recent work and 
improvements, along with details of the brilliant events coming up over the 

summer months. There are plenty of opportunities to get involved, come 
together, and enjoy everything our community has to offer.

We would also like to thank our local advertisers, whose continued support 
makes this newsletter possible, and our volunteers who give their time to 

support projects and activities across the parish. Your contribution continues to 
make a real difference.

Keeping Our Parish 
Looking Its Best

It’s great to see our local 
spaces being enjoyed over 

the summer.

Thank you to everyone 
who helps keep them 
clean and cared for.

Parish Meetings

Parish Council meetings 
are held monthly and 

residents are welcome 
to attend.

Agendas and minutes 
are available on the 

parish website.



 

Wisbech St Mary Parish Council 
Meet Your Council 

Planter Advertising 
Space Available

A space has become available to advertise 
your business on one of the parish 

planters in a prominent village location.
This is a great way to support the parish 
while promoting your business locally.
For pricing and further details, please 

contact the clerk at
theclerk@wsmparishcouncil.org.uk

Guyhirn Pond Rejuven�tion Complete

The pond in Guyhirn h�d become st�gn�nt 
over time, with a build-up of silt and poor 

w�ter �ow, cre�ting both an environment�l 
concern and a potential �ood risk. It w�s no 
longer able to support wildlife or be enjoyed 

by the community.
We’re ple�sed to sh�re th�t the pond h�s now 

been fully rejuven�ted. The work included 
dredging to remove l�rge amounts of silt, 

improving w�ter cap�city and �ow. 
Overgrown reeds were carefully removed and 

reused to cre�te a n�tur�l b�nk, helping to 
st�bilise the are� while preserving its rur�l 

ch�r�cter.
The project w�s carried out by ADC (East 

Anglia) Ltd and funded through a gr�nt from 
the Cambridgeshire Community Found�tion.

The pond is now a much more attr�ctive 
sp�ce, supporting local wildlife, reducing 
�ood risk, and providing something the 

whole community can enjoy.
We hope residents enjoy the improved pond 

and w�tching it develop as wildlife returns 
over time. 

MY LIFE AS A WISBECH ST MARY’S PARISH 
COUNCILLOR

20 years ago a place became vacant on the council.

I spoke to my wife about becoming a Councillor, 
she wanted to know why it interested me after a 
short talk with her I had made my mind up I would 
try for the position.

After winning the position as a Councillor a lot of 
learning had to be done. The Councillors at that 
time were very helpful to me. John Parrin was 
Chairman at that time and it didn't finish there. 
After two years I was asked to take the position of 
Vice Chair. 3½ years later Brian Pyne stood down 
as Chairman, in which I took Chairman role. The 
first Vice Mark Knight was Vice Chair then he was 
offered a change of his work which that left me 2 
years without a Vice. Then the following year the 
late David Wheeler took the position of Vice. After 
my fourth year I stood down as Chairman.

Over the term as Chair I done 2 television 
interviews re the A47 traffic use and road 
accidents. This was well before the 50 mph limits. 
As a long term Councillor the council has given 
me a lot of things of interest which has taken place 
in the parish over the years. I was very lucky to of 
had Jeffrey Wilkinson as the clerk who lived close 
to my work, which was very useful.

My advice to anyone, there is a lot to being a 
Councillor, a lot of things in the parish of interest 
which may suit you.

B. R Britain.



 

Church Services

 

Do you like flower arranging?
Would you like to  help to decorate the 

Church.
If you are interested please call 

Mrs. Wallis - 01945 450466 Or 
Jan Wildman – 01945 410174

Normal Church Services

1st Sunday of the month
9.45am  Holy Communion (Parson Drove)
9.45am  Morning Prayer (Gorefield)
11.15am Morning Prayer (Wisbech St Mary)
2nd Sunday of the month
There will be a joint service in one of the 5 
churches in the benefice. Please see the church 
notice board for details.
3rd Sunday of the month
9.45am Morning Prayer (Parson Drove)
9.45am Parish Service (Gorefield)
11.15am Parish Service (Wisbech St Mary)
4th Sunday of the month
9.45am Parish Service (Parson Drove)
9.45am Holy Communion (Gorefield)
11.15am Holy Communion (Wisbech St Mary)
5th Sunday
There will be a joint service in one of the 5 
churches in the benefice. Please see the church 
notice board for details.



We would like 
to say a big 

thank you to 
our wonderful 

volunteers!

Congratulations 
to Andy Pope on 
your retirement 
after being the 
Murrow Village 
Postman for 20 
plus years! 

Thank you for 
your service and 
best wishes for 
the future!



Judds Tours



Guyhirn CofE Primary School
Its always a busy summer term with end of 
year events happening in July. This term every 
child attends swimming lessons and it is great 
to see the children making progress each 
week. Our KS1 children will be entertained this 
term by Britten Sinfonia sharing a musical story 
about a whale. Our year 4, 5 and 6 are currently 
taking part in Ukelele lessons and we hope to 
showcase their skills at our end of term 
performance on 2nd July.  We have various trips 
planned for our children with our Reception 
and year 1 children attending a Literacy 
Festival , Magdalene class are visiting Kettle 
yard in Cambridge and attending the literacy 
festival. 
Sports day will be a family occasion with 
families invited to join us for sports activities, 
races and a picnic lunch.  Our new reception 
starters will be joining Moreton class for 
transition sessions in July as they prepare for 
September and their start in their reception 
year.  Our year will end with a Year 6 leavers 
assembly, awards assembly and a few treats 
along the way. 



Parson Drove



Parson Drove Bowls Club. 

We’re a small, friendly bowls 
club who meet several evenings a 

week throughout the outdoor 
playing season between April 

and August.  Our bowling green 
is on Main Road Parson Drove 
by the intersection with John 
Bends Way.  We’d love to see 

some new members come along 
and have a go, everyone is 

welcome, it’s for men, women 
and youngsters, beginners or 
returners. We don’t have an 

annual membership fee and just 
pay a small amount each time we 
play. We bowl in several leagues 

in the area and everyone who 
wants to play gets a fair chance 

to play.

If you’d like to give it a try 
please contact Dave Thomas on 
07831 736877 or Sue Unwin on 

07730 556086 for more 
information

Parson Drove History Group

Our next meeting will be held on Monday, 16th March 
@ 6.30pm in The Cage, Parson Drove.

Our work on producing a book on the history of Parson 
Drove is progressing . We need to hear  family stories, 
memories of events, places and organisations that have 
been part of this village, going back two or three 
generations (or more).

You can also visit The Cage on our open Sundays and 
share your history with us.

Pam Williams and Bridget Holmes.

PARSON DROVE STREET PRIDE

We’re a friendly bunch who like the idea 
of our village looking clean and free from 

litter as well as having a nice village 
green.  

 We’re always looking for any 
like-minded souls to join us, either on 

our regular sessions or even just as and 
when you have an hour to spare.  We can 
provide you with a Hi-Vis vest and litter 

picker and rubbish bags to go out at any 
time that suits you.  We usually meet two 

Saturday mornings a month 
10am-12noon (dates below for the next 

few months) and finish up with 
refreshments at The Cage on the Village 

Green. Do consider doing your bit to help 
us combat those who don’t respect our 

lovely village like we all do!
 Next scheduled meets: 7 June, 21 June, 

5 July, 19 July, 2 August, 16 August, 6 
September, 20 September, 11 October, 25 

October, 8 November, 22 November, 6 
December & 20 December (Carol singing 
on the Green.) We meet at The Cage on 
these dates 10am or see our Facebook 

Page (Parson Drove Street Pride) or 
contact Angie Loynes 07462 722006.











Ventures
Plumbing & Heating 

- Plumbing
- Heating 

- Gas
- Installation

- Maintenance

07889 747 369





THE JOHN BENDS WISBECH ST 
MARY CHARITY

ARABLE /GRASS LAND FOR RENT 
10.78 acres (4.36ha) more or less

Garden Lane, Wisbech St Mary, 
Cambridgeshire

offers are invited for the above 
charity land to start 11th October 
2026 on a 3year FBT

Private tenders to be sent in writing 
to The Clerk, L Brownlow, The Limes, 
Harold Bank, Gorefield, Wisbech 
Cambs. PE13 4PU

By 30th July 2026

Contact No: 07962319136



Murrow Street Pride Volunteer Group (MSP) uses the Fenland Street Pride Logo issued to all groups but 
it also now proudly sports its own logo. The team are delighted with Brian Bilverstone for creating a 
masterpiece which depicts the work of the group.
1st March 2026 saw the team out in numbers to tidy up Murrow Lane. It was disappointing that so much 
rubbish had accumulated – we filled 36 waste sacks, collected 15 tyres and 20 nitrous oxide canisters. 
Two weeks later MSP held its monthly community litter pick during the Great British Spring Clean 
Campaign, where the focus was on more roads in the village. Coffee, cake and plenty of banter took 
place in Murrow Village Hall after the cleanup. 
Planter Round Up – The planters on Murrow Bank, Murrow War Memorial and Pigeons corner continue 
to be well maintained by volunteers. The Garden which houses a large number of planters is in the final 
stages of a ‘Makeover’ to raise the height of the planters. New soil has been delivered and by the time 
you read this article, planting should be finished, the grass mowed and the plot looking good for 
residents and visitors to Murrow to once again enjoy. 
There is more to Murrow Street Pride than litter picking and gardening:
A planning team, made up of members from the committee, has held many meetings to arrange a 
Village Fete to take place in the grounds of the Bell Inn on Armed Forces Day. See the poster in this issue 
of the Parish Post.
This group offers various volunteering opportunities, social events to arrange, messy hands with soil or 
with baking flour, help with admin to name a few.
Want to get involved in any way you can? Please contact us!
Diane Cutler – Chairman/Secretary    Email: murrowstreetpride@gmail.com
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Printed with the kind permission of The Wisbech and Fenland Museum

John Peck Diary – April to June 1839
The weather in April cold but dry, the wind was blowing from the north and east.  Cold weather continued until 14th 
April when overnight it became warmer. From observations taken in Cambridge it appears the last 14 days with the 
wind fixed in the north and east was 10 degrees colder than average. From the 14th John records that there was some 
rain and showers almost daily for the rest of the month. A busy time around the farm preparing and planting the crops. 
Drilling the oats and wheat, ploughing and harrowing the land to make ready for planting Red Ruff and Bread seed 
potatoes and one row of Cambridge Kidneys. Other crops he mentions mangel wurzels, swedes, which he thought was a 
useful crop, both summer and winter, mustard seeds and red clover. John was also manuring the fields. The sheep were 
moved to Tydd Fen, John records on 19th April he had 102 ewes and 135 lambs. John was pleased at the end of the 
month that his valuation of his income was better by £227 than the previous year.

3rd April Laying tiles to drain lows in 10a Town, before deep gripples were used, much improvement.

5th John recorded that Mr Mallet the PD apothecary left Parson Drove, he had only been here 12 months. (John thought 
he was too lively for PD).

8th April 23 years since this day I was chosen Constable of this parish.

13th April Great Horse Show at Wisbech, some poor nags and several used cart stallions. The premium of 5 shillings 
given by the Wisbech Agricultural Society was awarded to Robert Cork of Tydd St Giles for his best carthorse.

22nd April Rode to Wisbech and sworn in as Assessor for Parson Drove for the 28th time. 

26th April Attended the Leverington and Parson Drove annual Drainage meeting. Arrears trifling, balance in hand £44 
owing for mill £71 and for land £16. The balance being so small forced to raise the rates from one half to two thirds of 
the original sum.

During May jobs continued on the farm, added to the list of jobs was hoeing weeds and spreading manure, over 300 cart 
loads spread in the fields during the month. The last of 1838 harvest was being thrashed and sent to Wisbech Market.

6th May The Foresters Feast, 5 new members, making a total of 100. This grand Institution  of some years standing . 
Rules, when ill 8/- per week; member dying the widow or heir receives £6, wife dying £2.

16th May Drove Mrs Peck to Guyhirne to catch the coach to Cambridge for a visit. 19th May Mrs Ulyat died, wrote to 
Mrs P asking her to return by tomorrow coach. (Mrs Ulyat was Elizabeth’s step mother).

24th May Attended Court of Sewers. Mr Goddard Jackson appointed Clerk in place of his father. No Business of 
importance. Dined at the White Lion, it was agreed last year to take the first four houses alternately, viz White Hart, 
Vine, Rose, White Lion – the last a bad move.

25th May At noon attended the funeral of poor Mrs Ulyat, my wife’s (step) mother, saw her placed in the vault 
approaching the middle aisle and prayed God would receive her soul.

30th May Rode with the Commissioners round Tydd and Newton District, made some orders for drains and a new map 
of the District.

31st May Carpenter in yard making Mrs Peck a new pony chaise. (the diary has a sketch of the cart. It shows EP painted 
on the side panel, to comply with the law that all vehicles must carry owner’s identification.

Weather during May had been cold and continued into May, but the crops were growing well.

2nd June Rev. Taylor preached against Sunday trading; we know it wrong and should do all we can to avoid it.

14th June Awoke between 1 and 2 this morning by a violent tempest.  Lightning struck and set fire to Mr Foster’s 
farmhouse in St Edmund’s. Seeing this from our chamber window, I went to the Engine House, as I expected it to be 
sent for. Some buildings were saved but the thatch of the house was one mass of fire, no part could be saved. 
Unfortunately, a poor servant boy was burnt to death. Pulled down and got the fire in the house out, left a ruin, a sad 
spectacle.

18th June In the evening as directed by the Agent to the Sun Fire Office two barrels of ale was given to those who had 
so ably and willingly assisted at the recent fire. One barrel at the Swan PD and one at the Red Cap, St Edmund’s.



ARE YOU IN PAIN OR DISCOMFORT?

BOWEN  THERAPY

can help many conditions, for example

BACK AND NECK PAIN     SCIATIC PAIN

   SHOULDER PAIN AND STIFFNESS

 HAMSTRING INJURIES    JOINT PAIN

          FATIGUE    SLEEP PROBLEMS         

      BALANCE AND POSTURE 

        For enquiries phone

Jay Barrett

 Bowen Therapist          

07990 619449

jaybee66@hotmail.com

Terrington St John PE147SH



CONTACTS 
CHURCHES
Revd Sandra Gardner - 01945 581486
Minister Revd Lorna Valentine  Tel. 01945 742544 
(Methodist) (Murrow)
Methodist Circuit Office -Emily 01945 773567

CHURCH WARDENS
WSM & Guyhirn
Mrs. Anne Wallis 01945 450466
Parson Drove Mrs. Pam Williams 01945 701047

PARISH COUNCIL CLERKS
Parson Drove 07950 427617
Wisbech St. Mary 07729 831005

VILLAGE HALLS
Guyhirn Community Centre - 07901 506544
Murrow murrowvillagehall@gmailcom - 
07891 175649
Parson Drove - 07444 886232
Thorney Toll Village Hall - 07761 730178
WSM Comm Centre 
info@wsmcommunity.com - 01945 410432

POST OFFICES
Parson Drove 01945 700511
Wisbech St. Mary 0345 7223344

HEALTH AND SECURITY
POLICE (non-emergency) - 101
Home-Start - 01945 582552
Parson Drove Surgery - 01945 700223
Parson Drove Pharmacy - 01945 701778
North Cambs Hospital - 01945 488088
Queen Elizabeth Hospital - 01553 613613
Social Services - 01945 481100
Parson Drove Surgery Car Service - 07766 534280
Wisbech St. Mary Community Car Scheme 07592 407283
Childline - 0800 1111
Crimestoppers - 0800 555 111
Dog Control/Animal Welfare - 01354 622442
Bee Rescue (Cyril) - 01945 476711
Drugs Helpline - 0800 776 600
Fenland District Council - 01354654321
CCC Highways Maintenance - 03450 455212
Samaritans - 08457 909090
Victim Support Line - 0800 7816818
Electricity Emergency - 0800 6783105 or 105
Water Supply Emergency - 03457 145145

WEBSITES
www.wsmparishcouncil.org.uk
www.parsondrove.net
www.wisbechstmarychurch.org.uk

SCHOOLS 
Guyhirn School & Pre School - 01945 450247
Murrow School - 01945 700357
Murrow Pre School - 01945 701090
Alderman Payne School PD - 01945 700275
Parson Drove Pre School - 01945 700496
Wisbech St. Mary School 01945 410312

Newsletter Disclaimer

The information provided in this 
newsletter is for general informational 
purposes only. While every effort is made 
to ensure accuracy, Wisbech St Mary 
Parish Council does not guarantee the 
completeness, reliability, or timeliness of 
the content. Opinions expressed in 
articles and contributions are those of 
the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Parish 
Council.

The Parish Council is not responsible for 
any loss, injury, or inconvenience 
resulting from the use of information 
contained in this newsletter. Readers are 
encouraged to verify details, especially 
regarding events, services, and public 
notices, before making decisions based 
on the content.

External links and references included in 
this newsletter are provided for 
convenience and do not imply 
endorsement. The Parish Council is not 
responsible for the content of third-party 
websites or organisations mentioned.




