
Wisbech St Mary Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Wisbech St Mary Parish Council held on Monday 10th June 2019 at 
The Oliver Twist Country Inn Guyhirn. 

 
Attended by: Councillors D Wheeler (Chairman), J Humphrey (Vice-Chairman), B Britain, J Fish, M 
Knight MBE DL, S Mann, D Scrimshaw. M Fryett and G Booth. 
Cambridgeshire County Councillor (CCC) Cllr S King. 
Members of the public: 3 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming Mark Fryett and Gavin Booth to their first meeting 
as councillors. 
 
OPEN FORUM    
Diane Cutler explained how the Speedwatch system works; data goes to Police who send out letters. 
Individual vehicle data is deleted after 28 days. Data on number of vehicles speeding is retained. 
There have been two complaints of letters sent out with incorrect speeds quoted – if any issues are 
reported please refer them to Diane or Gavin so they can be resolved quickly. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE Cllrs P Davies, C Allen, S Bligh.  
 
2. DECLERATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
The Clerk handed Declarations of Office to Mark Fryett and Gavin Booth. Both signed and read their 
Declarations. They were also handed copies of Register of Member Interests, Standing Orders, 
Financial Regulations, and Register of Electors application forms. The Clerk stressed that Fenland 
District Council (FDC) required the Register of Member Interests within 28 days and he would require 
a copy.  
  
3. TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETINGS 
       1.  Parish Council dated 20 May 2019 
The minutes were taken as read, agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  
       2.  Minutes of Meeting between Wisbech St Mary Parish Council (WSMPC) and Cambridge & 
Peterborough Association of Local Councils (CAPALC) 20th May 2019 at Play2day, Guyhirn 
The minutes were taken as read, agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  
The Chairman thanked Diane Cutler for taking minutes, he presented her with a bouquet of flowers. 
 
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES (information only) 
      (a) School Keep Clear markings. The Clerk reported that CCC had replied that if there were no 
Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO) in place, either single or double yellow lines the Police could not 
prosecute parking offences. No further update had been received as to whether TRO’s were in place. 
Cllr King advised that it was within the area covered by Cllr French and ask her to look into the situation. 
It was agreed a meeting with CCC officers and Police would be useful. 
      (b) The Clerk referred to  a response from Cllr King to the issues raised at the Annual Assembly 
relating to Front Road Murrow; CCC highways were investigating the drainage issue and a sunken 
sluice valve in the footway had been reported to Anglian Water.  
                             
5. MEMBERS DECLARATION OF INTEREST for items on this agenda Nil 
 
6. TO CONSIDER PLANNING MATTERS  
      1. Planning applications determined by the Fenland District Council (FDC).  
        April Meeting  

(b) F/YR19/0209/F Erection of 2 x 2-storey 2-bed dwellings. Plot 3 Land North Of 15 To 17 
Selwyn Cottages High Road Guyhirn. Revised Proposals. 
Applicant Hereward Services Ltd. Agent Holt Architectural Ltd. Refused 
(c) F/YR19/0207/VOC Variation of Condition 1 in relation to plots 33-41 inclusive to enable 
amendment to approved plans of planning permission F/YR18/0452/NONMAT (Non-material 
amendment: requirement of a condition listing approved plans relating to planning 
F/YR05/1405/RM (Erection of 43 houses comprising; 15 x 2-bed, 11 x 3-bed and 17 x 4-bed 



with garages, sewage treatment plant and landscaping) to allow revisions to layout and house 
types. Land At Sayers Field Church Road Wisbech St Mary. 
Applicant CMD Building Ltd. Agent Mr C Nash. Pending Consideration 
(f) F/YR19/0239/O Erection of a workplace home (outline application with matters committed 
in respect of access). Land West Of P Tibbs Glass And Glazing Ltd Long Drove Murrow. 
Applicant Mr P Tibbs. Agent Planning Direct. Pending Consideration 
(g) F/YR19/0240/F Erection of a 2-storey 4-bed dwelling and a detached 2-storey 4-bay 
garage/storage involving the demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings. The Broad 
Willock Lane Wisbech St Mary Wisbech. 
Applicant Mr & Mrs Goat. Agent Swann Edwards Architecture Ltd. Granted 
May Meeting 
(a) F/YR19/0293/F Erection of a 2-storey 4-bed dwelling with detached garage. Land West Of 
27 Mill Road Murrow.   
Applicant Mr A Smith. Agent Swann Edwards Architecture Ltd. Granted 
(b) F/YR19/0304/F Erection of a building (Unit 3) and change of use of site from B1 to B2 use 
with ancillary sales and trade counter (retrospective). Sandbank Barns Industrial Units 
Sandbank Wisbech St Mary. Applicant Mr S Frankham. Agent Swann Edwards Architecture 
Ltd.  Pending Consideration   
(c) F/YR19/0319/F Erection of a single-storey side extension to existing dwelling. 20 
Churchfield Way Wisbech St Mary. Applicant Mr K Jolly. Agent ALS Design Services. Pending 
Consideration  
(d) F/YR19/0341/RM Reserved Matters application relating to detailed matters of appearance, 
landscaping, layout and scale pursuant to outline permission (F/YR17/1077/O) for the erection 
of a dwelling (outline application with matters committed in respect of access). Land East Of 
Roans Devon Gull Drove Guyhirn.  Withdrawn 
(e) F/YR19/0349/F Erection of a single-storey 2-bed dwelling. Land South Of Gull View Gull 
Road Guyhirn. Applicant 3A Investments Ltd. Agent Morton & Hall Ltd. Pending Consideration  

       2. Planning applications for discussion: 
(a) F/YR19/0240/F Revised proposals. Erection of a 2-storey 4-bed dwelling and a detached 
2-storey 4-bay garage/storage involving the demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings 
and the temporary stationing of 2 caravans and a shipping container.  The Broad Willock Lane 
Wisbech St Mary  
Applicant Mr & Mrs Goat. Agent Swann Edwards Architecture Ltd. Recommend Approval 
(b)  F/YR19/0365/F Change of use of land for domestic purposes involving infilling drain and 
the erection of a 1.8m high boundary fence (retrospective). Land North West Of Leylandii The 
Pigeons Murrow. Applicant Mr K Bridges. Agent N/A.  Recommend Refusal -  highway 
encroachment, impeding visibility, impeded drainage. 
(c) F/YR19/0366/VOC Variation of Condition 3 (Materials) and 6 to enable amendment to 
approved plans of planning permission F/YR15/0567/F (Conversion of former pumping station 
to 2-storey 1-bed dwelling) to insert 2no windows. Building At Former Pumping Station Mouth 
Lane Guyhirn.  Applicant Mr & Mrs Ayres. Agent N/A. Recommend Approval 
(d) F/YR19/0380/F Erection of a single storey extension to rear of dwelling involving alterations 
to front and side windows, removal of chimney, rendering of walls and demolition of garage. 
Hollycroft Bungalow High Road Wisbech St Mary. 
Applicant Mr & Mrs Wiles. Agent Anglia Building Consultants Ltd. Recommend Approval 
(e) F/YR19/0388/F Erection of a single storey rear extension to existing building. Guyhirn 
Church Of England VC Primary School High Road Guyhirn. Applicant Guyhirn Primary School. 
Agent Swann Edwards Architecture Ltd. Recommend Approval 
(f) F/YR19/0394/F Erection of a 2-storey side extension with juliet balcony to rear and insertion 
of 2no dormers to front elevation of existing dwelling. Holly Cottage High Road Bunkers Hill. 
Applicant Mr K Mansell. Agent David Broker Design Services. Recommend Approval 
(g) F/YR19/0402/F Erection of a single-storey 2-bed detached annexe ancillary to existing 
dwelling. 4 Mayfair Gardens Wisbech St Mary. Applicant Mr & Mrs Ahmed. Agent David Taylor 
Associates (UK) Ltd. Withdrawn 
(h) F/YR19/0432/F Erect 1 dwelling (2-storey, 4-bed) with detached garage involving the 
formation of a new access). Land South West Of Brunlea Gull Road Guyhirn. 
Applicant Mr L Baker. Agent Swann Edwards Architecture Ltd. Recommend Approval 

  
7. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
    (a) Cllr King – meeting with Biocow 

https://www.fenland.gov.uk/publicaccess/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=POO85THE01U00&activeTab=summary
https://www.fenland.gov.uk/publicaccess/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=POO85THE01U00&activeTab=summary
https://www.fenland.gov.uk/publicaccess/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=POO85THE01U00&activeTab=summary


The Clerk referred to an email from Cllr King suggesting councillors may wish to attend a meeting at 
Parson Drove with Biocow. Following discussion, it was agreed that Cllr King would invite Biocow to 
attend the next Wisbech St Mary Parish Council meeting 8 July 2019 at Murrow Village Hall. 
    
8. HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
    (a) Street Lighting – update 
(i) The Clerk reported that each light would be assessed prior to ordering materials, Electrical Testing 
Ltd (ETL) anticipated installation work commencing late July. Noted 
(ii) ETL cannot install new streetlights in the preferred positions at High Road Guyhirn as they cannot 
install new brackets to poles where there have been none before and they cannot work on poles carrying 
high voltage cables. The suggested positions are either side of the pole between FPC23 and FPC24. 
Following discussion, it was agreed to accept the proposal and review effectiveness following 
completion. Agreed 
(iii)  The Clerk had received the Unmetered Supply Certificate from UK Power Networks which was 
based on an accurate inventory of the Parish Councils streetlights. The Agreement was signed by the 
Chairman. It has always been the Councils view that FDC should pay for energy as they do for other 
parishes, consequently we will look to recharge the cost to FDC. Agreed. 
Cllr Booth reported that a motion for FDC to take back streetlighting had been passed but that it had to 
go to Cabinet 28 June 2019 and that FDC had agreed to pay for energy until November – The Clerk to 
clarify. 
    (b) Highways – Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign (MVAS) Guyhirn 
The Clerk reported he had received a detailed quotation from SWARCO which totalled £3105 which 
included survey and training. A configured laptop could also be purchased £500 – considered to be a 
high cost and unnecessary. The Clerk was requested to clarify if data could be downloaded to USB 
following which the unit could be purchased. Support could also be obtained from Adam Cobb (Proedge 
Engineering) if required. The Chairman signed the Memorandum of Understanding with CCC for the 
installation of the unit. Agreed unanimously 
    (c) Local Highway Improvements – bids for 2020/2021 
The Chairman reported that the contractor had postponed the Bellamy Bridge project but had not 
advised CCC. 
The Clerk reported the deadline for submissions was 4 August 2019. There followed a discussion as to 
potential bids: (i) Footway to the scout hut at Barton Road (c.£45k), (ii) Traffic calming High Road 
Guyhirn, (iii) Tholomas Drove speed management, (iv) High Road Wisbech Str Mary further speed 
reduction, (v) Church Road Wisbech St Mary 20mph outside school. It was agreed to consider bids in 
more detail at the next meeting. 
    
9. FINANCE MATTERS  

(a) Internal Audit Report to 31 March 2019 and reappointment of internal auditors.  
The Clerk referred to the Internal Audit Report 2018/19. The Auditor concluded that: ‘on the basis 
of the programme of work undertaken during our audit this year, the Council maintains more than 
adequate and effective internal control arrangements. We are pleased to acknowledge the quality 
of records maintained by the Clerk and thank him for his assistance, which has ensured the smooth 
progress of our review process. We have completed and signed the ‘Annual Internal Audit Report’ 
in the year’s AGAR, having concluded that, in all significant respects, the control objectives set out 
in that report were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the 
needs of the Council.’ The Clerk reported that there was no action plan although some minor vat 
reclaims had been missed these would be added to the vat reclaim for next year. The Chairman 
thanked the Clerk for his efforts. Report noted and reappointment of Auditing Solutions Ltd 
agreed.   
(b) Review of the effectiveness of systems of internal control and Resolution to approve the Annual 
Governance Statement 2018/19.  
Following review it was proposed by Cllr Knight seconded by Cllr Fish that the Annual Governance 
Statement be approved. The resolution to accept the Annual Governance Statement was 
Approved unanimously. The Clerk and Chairman signed the Statement. 
(c) Resolution to approve the Accounting Statements for 2018/19. 
Following review it was proposed by Cllr Britain seconded by Cllr Humphrey that the Accounting 
Statements be approved. The resolution to accept the Accounting Statements was Approved 
unanimously. The Chairman signed the Statement. 
 
 



To approve payment of outstanding accounts: 
(d) Clerk May salary     £706.20 LG Act 1972 S112 Agreed 
(e) Tax and NI     £232.13 LG Act 1972 S112 Agreed 
(f) Swann Edwards Architecture planning application £1740.00 LGMisc Prov Act 1976 s19 
Councillors noted that they had paid the FDC planning application fee but that Architects fees had 
not been previously discussed or approved.  It was proposed by Cllr Britain seconded by Cllr 
Scrimshaw that payment should not be made. Agreed unanimously.  
The Clerk will return the invoice to Swann Edwards Architecture Ltd. 

    (g) Auditing Solutions Ltd £300.00 Accounts and Audit Regulations 1996 Agreed 
      
     Grant application      
      Nil  
              
10.  MURROW VILLAGE HALL - Land Registry 
Cllr Booth declared a personal interest as he is on the Village Hall Management Committee and took 
no part in discussions. 
The Clerk reported that a copy of the formal HM Land Registry document Completion of Registration 
had been received. Noted 
 
11. PARISH PROPERTY 
       (a) Maintenance 
The Chairman reported the village sign at Wisbech St Mary had been repainted at no cost by Les Pooley 
and replaced. It was an excellent job and much appreciated. He had offered to repaint Murrow sign at 
no cost. Agreed 
       (b) Defibrillators 
Cllr Britain reported that he would check the batteries for each unit and report back. Noted 
       (c) Planters 
It was noted that some minor attention to the planter at High Road/Sandbank was required.                   
                    
12. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
FDC Cllr Bligh reported by email: 

(a) I have been investigating materials for the wheelie bin stickers and have some samples. 
(b) CSW are still working with Parson Drove Parish Council and CAPALC to see whether we can 

receive funds through the PC from outside funding to pay for them. 
(c) We have sourced a second Speedwatch Kit after emailing the Police & Crime Commissioner 

and looking to split the ward into 2 halves so we can offer more sessions. 
(d) June 18th is WSM Street Pride inaugural meeting at WSM Community Centre - Sidings 

Room. 
FDC Councillor Booth reported: 

(e) Cllr Boden had been elected FDC Leader. 
(f) Motions put to FDC regarding street lighting, brown bins, single use plastics and play 

equipment had all been agreed. 
(g) Local Plan Review process had commenced – Three-year process. 
(h) There was talk of another Comprehensive Spending Review. 
(i) Cllr Bligh reported discussions with the planning agent for the development at High Road 

Wisbech St Mary. Following discussions, it was agreed to write to the developers requesting a 
new/resited bus shelter and traffic management measures to facilitate a 30mph speed limit 
through the village. Agreed 

CCC Cllr King reported: 
(j) He is trying to establish a consistent response to speed reduction requests. 
(k) He is pursuing the missing slab on the pathway to Wisbech St Mary Community Centre. 

 
13. POLICE MATTERS  Report circulated 1 June 2019 
 
14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (for information only) 
(a) It was noted that some street nameplates were faded. Councillors agreed to survey the villages to 
ascertain which ones needed renewing. 
(b) Cllr Fish reported the need for a road sweeper at Lindens Close. 
 
 



15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday 8th July 2019 Murrow Village Hall 
 
 
 
DATES OF MEETINGS FOR 2019/20 
Monday 5th August 2019 Thorney Toll Village Hall 
Monday 9th September 2019 Wisbech St Mary Community Centre 
Monday 14th October 2019 Oliver Twist Country Inn Guyhirn 
Monday 11th November 2019 Murrow Village hall 
Monday 9th December 2019 Thorney Toll Village Hall 
 
 

Meeting closed at 9.05 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: Cllr. D Wheeler, Chairman 
 


